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“"At the end of the day,  

the position is just a position,  

a title is just a title,  

and those things  

come and go.  

It's really your essence  

and your values  

that are important."  

Queen Rania of Jordan

JUNE is  

ROTARY 

INTERNATIONAL  
Month

HAT AN EXCITING JOURNEY Reo and I have been on over the 
last few years with Rotary. 

This last year, our Governor year, has been such a great experience. We have met 
so many wonderful like minded people, been to places we would have only dreamt 
of and eaten a huge diversity of food.


We have travelled approximately 35,000 km, supported the Orewa Toll Regime by 
over $300 and partook in up to four roast meals a week during the Governor Club 
Visit Rounds. This doesn't include the visit schedules to our three offshore Islands.


The highlight for us, was meeting with the respective Boards before the Club 
Meeting. It was during these meetings that most Clubs suddenly realised how much 
they had done or were planning to achieve. These meetings also showed up the 
diversity and uniqueness of our 42 Clubs. It was during these meetings that Reo 
would take notes which we would discuss on the way back to Whangarei. Well 
done to you all!


I consider the District Conference another great success as detailed in the April 
Newsletter .Connections made with our informative Speakers are beginning to grow 
legs .


The last three years have simply flown by.


In the beginning I was working full time as well as 
Rotary but, especially in the last year curbed work 
down to approximately 3 days a week.   


I was very grateful to have had a very understanding 
business partner that allowed me the flexibility to 
attend to all things Rotary. Reo, who visited all the 
Clubs too was also fortunate to have a very 
understanding and accommodating boss. It must have 
been quite a novelty to have Teachers and Support 
Staff paid from places like Atlanta, Brazil, Chile,  


South Korea, Florida and San Diego not to mention Port Vila, Noumea and Norfolk 
Island.

Reo and I have had a wonderful experience supported by wonderful people, who, in 
the name of Rotary have all in their own way made a difference to the people in our 
District that are a little less fortunate than ourselves. To you all we say a big thank 
you.


Reo and I wish David and Denise all the best for what will be an exciting 
adventurous year ahead as they carry the D9910 District on to greater heights and 
achievements.


We both look forward to continuing to be involved in all things Rotary in the years to 
come.

Conformity is the jailer of freedom and the enemy of growth. 
We cant help everyone but everyone can help someone.  

(Ronald Regan)

Changeover 2017

mailto:pcsmith.rotary@gmail.com
http://www.rutherfordrede.co.nz/
http://www.forrests.co.nz
http://www.rutherfordrede.co.nz/
http://www.forrests.co.nz
mailto:pcsmith.rotary@gmail.com
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ROTARY

Click on the  

following links for 

Presidential Citation 

Resources and Help Guide 

Achievement Guide 

Citation how-to video 

Governor Peter Smith at the 

2017, RI Convention in Atlanta, 

Georgia, one on the many 

thousands signing the Wall 

Birthday card marking the The 

Rotary Foundation 100th year 

inside The House of Friendship.

Proof Governor Peter Smith was 

at the 2017, RI Convention in 

Atlanta, Georgia.

Crikey! Doesn’t time fly by all too 
quickly when you are having fun and 
now my time as the Governor’s wife 
also comes to a close on the 1st July, 
2017. Our lives have not been the 
same since and won't be the same 
again and that’s not such a bad thing.

My journey began being driven through 
a labyrinth of orange cones, hundreds 
of them in every direction while heading 
south, ascending the Brynderwyn Hills 
north side. That was around 3 years 
ago when PC was nominated DG 
Nominee and I had to tag on behind.  
I look back over that period and 
realised that my role had a purpose 
from day one.

The deal was to support the Governor 
in every which way so I penned notes,  
I nodded, said no, maybe or how come, 
I kept awake, I packed and repacked,  
I clothed accordingly, remembered the 
name badges, mobile chargers and 
adaptors, I observed, I would say slow 
down watch that possum (darn, too 
late), said oops many times, enhanced 
my “navvie" skills, tried hard to 
remember names, made sure I had a 
spare pair of shoes, tissues and a 
hairbrush on board, noted time, mileage 
and destinations and my favourite, 
checked and used my very own 
imaginary foot brake. “It’s A Big Job”.

I had a wonderful exciting and 
meaningful 3 year tour of duty with the 
Gov. I was still employed full time and if 
it had not been for the understanding 
and kindness of my Boss, I would not 
have been in the position to enjoy the 
best experience ever as he saw it as an 
opportunity in a lifetime not to be 
missed. I thank him sincerely and the 
staff members who were my support.

We celebrated the birth of our very first 
grandchild, a grandson who was born 
while we were on a Club visit at 
Kaikohe. He is our family’s Rotary baby 
and we will encourage his mother to 
give him the opportunity to be an 
International Youth Exchange student 
and then see what follows. He is our 
future and hopefully one of many for 
Rotary.

Special thanks to our daughters who 
supported myself and their father 
throughout, and for once, they kept 
track of our travels far and wide.

The opportunity to meet many many 
Rotarians and non Rotarians within 
District 9910 on club visits and around 
the Rotary sphere was very special for 
me. I was welcomed and from time to 
time engaged in diverse conversations 
not necessarily about Rotary.

My thanks and gratitude to the 
spouses/partners of the 3 Governors 
before me for sharing their particular 
and unique experiences. Valuable 
advice, tips and more tips of how to 
exist out of a suitcase, dietary regimes 
on the road, travel necessities such a 
extra clothes hangers, sunlight soap, 
drip drys, medication including tropical 
Insect repellent and the other pill, and 
what not to say and do at Immigration 
and Border Controls, all helpful hints in 
preparation for a stress-free journey 
locally and internationally.

My journey is at an end now and all the 
orange cones have gone, replaced with 
white and steel wire railings and crisp 
road markings. The road has been 
altered, there is now a lookout view 
area at the top of the Brynderwyn's, 
surrounding pastures and hills have 
disappeared and the speed limit is 80k.

That little plant on the roadside by the 
cafe between Whangarei and Auckland 
is now a three year old tea tree and I 
watched it grow. 

Change for progress and growth was 
worth waiting for.  

Reo Smith
Wife of the Governor 2016 - 2017
Rotary District 9910

My Exciting Role As the 2016–17 Governor’s Other Half

My favourite dish  

Tahitian Raw Fish 

Vanuatu

https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/office-president/presidential-citation-rotary-clubs-user-guide
http://www.zone2526.org/presidential-citation-dashboard-august-2016-update/
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/office-president/presidential-citation-rotary-clubs-user-guide
http://www.zone2526.org/presidential-citation-dashboard-august-2016-update/
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Mercy Hospice visit  

Our breakfast meeting was hosted at Mercy Hospice, College Hill – so we could see the data 
projector and umbrella shades we sponsored with the help of District Grants.

The following is an excerpt from  

Westhaven Rotary

CEO Paul Couper thanked us for our support and 
explained how valuable the new data projector has been 
for all the training done for on-site and offsite care teams. 
“75% of our work is done out in the community and we 
have about 20 nurses out in cars looking after people.” The 
other District grant helped us provide two shade cloths for 
the courtyard umbrellas, enabling patients and families to 
enjoy the outdoor area in summer. 

Fundraising Team Leader, Sandy McGregor spoke about 
the various events they run during the year to meet their $ 
targets, the most recent one being “TEN” – where 10 of 
Auckland’s most prestigious restaurants produce an array 
of entrée-sized meals which are matched with fine wines 
from cellars of ten New Zealand wineries.

This event raised $411,000.

The following is an excerpt from  

East Coast Bays
Sebastian is leaving us on 5 July. All of those who have had the opportunity to spend time with our 

Norwegian IYE student have appreciated the interaction and changes they have seen with 

Sebastian and his achievements. Especially his host families Steve & Sharyn Goeldner, Ross & Liz 

Middleton, Ian & Liz Walsh, and Susan & Kris Nelson. 

We saw him arrive with long hair, then no hair, and now conforming. The no hair won’t happen again 

but was all for a good cause. Some of the highlights – South Island trip, the courage doing 

paragliding, sky diving, bungy jumping. One of the biggest ones was public speaking at Rotary 

Conference Whangarei, growing up and being responsible for making other people happy – 

Challenge Camp. 

Sebastian had a big thank you 

for his host families, Sherida’s 

Pinehurst School, and friends 

he has made. All contributing to 

growing so much, like an adult. 

THANK YOU 

Sebastian’s extended NZ family 
Sebastian  

receiving a certificate 
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The following is from the 

Friends of Rotary Albany

Last night's dinner such a wonderful Rotary night. Our guests were inspiring, the company 

superb and the food excellent. Thanks to Kevin's hard work yet again, the Friends of Albany 

Rotary are relaunched. 

Friends of Albany Rotary Club and the Albany Rotary Club:  

Heads Up Dinner with Yes Disabilities 

22 June 2017
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The following is from  

Glenfield Rotary 

Excerpt from Glenfield College School News:

On Friday 26 and Saturday 27 May, Alicia Lie, Elana Van Der 

Merwe and Jacqueline Huang (representing Sri Lanka) attended 

the 2017 MUNA (Model United Nations Assembly). MUNA 2017 

showcased an array of costumes, personalities and some of the 

upper North Island’s best aspiring diplomats. 

The two day conference involving around 80 schools representing 

100 countries, who are all members of the General Assembly of 

the United Nations. 

The conference involves students carefully 

researching their assigned country in preparation 

for the discussion of five remits, an emergency 

situation and impromptu debate, as well as other 

matters which arose during the two days.

The representatives from Glenfield College were 

fantastic, and definitely left their mark. 

A huge thanks to Glenfield Rotary for there 

financial support to make our attendance at 

MUNA possible.

The following is an excerpt from  

Birkenhead Bulletin

Elody and Junior went home toVanuatu on Saturday 3rd June after 

successful heart surgery at Starship Hospital.

Don took Elody and Junior to the airport and many ROMAC people were 

also at the airport to farewell them. When Janice heard they were going 

home she txt Elody to ask if she would like to go anywhere. The reply was 

“to the shop Brian took me”, that being the Hospice Dove Shop in Glen 

Innes. So, on Friday in all the rain off they went and Elody purchased lots 

of tee shirts and clothes for her partner and Junior to take home.

The ROMAC experience is very rewarding and should 

Rotary Birkenhead assist another ROMAC family; 

numbers of members and/or partners involved needs to 

be expanded and the wider community involved.

The mothers at the Cedar Centre Playgroup enjoyed the 

experience of Elody and Junior joining them each week 

and wish to be involved, should we host another family.
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How was it seen? 

Take 46 schools, 320 
committed students, an 
internationally themed 
environment, and what do 
you have?  MUNA. — the 
Model United Nations 
Assembly. 

This event is run by Rotary in a number of 
countries. 

In this case it was Districts 9910/9920, co-
ordinated by the Rotary Club of Auckland 
East, with the venue of Auckland Girls 
Grammar School. 

The purpose of MUNA is to simulate the 
workings of the UN Assembly via teams of 
three students from years 11/12. 

Each team represents a particular UN 
country on matters of world politics and 
social concern… 

Being in the dress of that country helps 
ensures a full immersion in the thought 
process of that country they represent. 

Five remits were debated and included: 

• The UN implements a programme to 
improve water and sanitation which is the 
lead cause of child mortality in the world. 

• The UN examines the role of 
governments in preventing the free 
movement of asylum seekers and 
refugees in the light of the UN 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

These and the other three remits generated 
spirited, informed and thought provoking 
debates over the two days. 

Secretary General, Ross Robertson (an ex 
MP) maintained a cool head and a steady 
hand on proceedings, although briefly gave 
up his chair when Paula Bennett, NZ Deputy 
Prime Minister, made a brief visit to MUNA. 

Guest speaker DR Paul Buchanan, who 
specialises in international and comparative 
politics, made a major impact on delegates 
with his assertive comments, well received 
by the attendees. 

All Rotarians had been invited to visit MUNA 
at some time over the two days, and many 
first timers were amazed and impressed at 
the scope and complexity of the event. 

The Goals of MUNA are: 

• To develop in students an awareness of 
the United Nations and the International 
situation of countries in the world 

• To enable students to improve their 
public speaking and debating skills 

• To encourage students to make informed 
comments on world affairs 

• To encourage students to share their 
opinions and friendship with students 
from other schools 

These goals were well and truly achieved, 
while the wider Rotarian community will be 
better aware of MUNA, following the social 
media, photographs and general discussion 
that followed MUNA 2017. 

A major opportunity now exists for Rotary 
clubs to capitalise on the exposure that 
these 320 young leaders have had to Rotary. 

Presenting their attendance certificates at a 
Rotary meeting or school assembly helps 
strengthen our youth ties, as very soon, 
these young people can be Rotaractors, 
Rotarians, or in a Friends of Rotary group. 

This will not happen by  
itself. Clubs need to act.  
NOW. 

Ian Willetts,  
MUNA Co-ordinator,  
District 9910/9920.  
29 May 2017

MUNA 2017 —A Rotarians View 
Model United Nations Assembly

Continued over page, Delegates Point of View …
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In	what	seems	a	testing	time	in	global	history,	
Auckland	Rotary	MUNA	once	again	welcomed	
vigorous	debate	focused	on	the	most	pressing	
issues	of	our	day.	This	event	saw	high	school	
students	sacrificing	personal	viewpoints	and	
instead	adopting	those	of	their	delegated	country,	
with	alliances	comprised	and	looks	exchanged	in	
only	minutes	of	an	early	start	on	Friday.		Delegates	
represented	their	countries	not	only	through	
speech	but	through	costume;	in	a	crowd	of	
abundant	colour,	one	could	spot	an	Abba	inspired	
Sweden,	latex	and	all,	and	even	a	human	size	Kiwi	
amongst	his	Lord	of	the	Rings	companions.	

The	event	was	predominately	separated	into	block	
meetings	and	five	remit	presentations,	where	a	
number	of	one	memorable	one	liners	were	to	be	
spoken	by	the	likes	of	Russia	and	Mexico.	

The	first	bloc	meetings	entailed	countries	rallying	
and	voting	for	a	representative	leader.	These	
meetings	saw	certain	blocks,	like	Western	Europe,	
opt	for	the	smaller	yet	neutral	voice	of	Cyprus,	
whereas	Eastern	Europe	unified	together	in	the	
hopes	than	any	country	other	than	Russia	would	
represent	them.	Given	Croatia	seemed	to	present	
the	most	animosity,	they	were	voted	in	almost	
unanimously.	Nigeria	successfully	argued	through	
identifying	common	issues	in	a	concise	manner.	
Argentina	won	over	Latin	America	with	a	creative	
method	of	sherbet	bribery,	and	Yemen	was	voted	
in	the	Asia	Pacific	Bloc	as	the	most	compelling	
opposition	to	North	Korea.	

The	Asia	Pacific	focus	was	predominately	upon	
peace,	stability	and	monitoring	aggressors,	but	
even	their	debate	got	aggressive	with	China	
refusing	to	give	up	nuclear	weaponry,	and	North	
Korea	ceasing	to	speak	at	all.	All	criticism	turned	to	
Russia	in	the	Eastern	Block	issue	regarding	the	
prevention	of	authoritarian	regimes.	Africa	
recognised	their	holistic	problems	in	water	
infrastructure,	political	instability,	Chinese	
influence,	and	their	relationship	with	the	Eastern	
Block,	though	disputes	occurred	due	to	differing	
morality.	Discussion	in	the	Western	Block	focussed	

on	Britain’s	exit	from	the	European	Union	and	
methods	in	combating	the	refugee	crisis.	

Whilst	delegates	presented	in	remit	debates	
other	countries	were	restlessly	exchanging	notes	
of	challenge	and	proposition.	The	delegates	
utilised	a	fusion	of	humour	and	intellect	to	tackle	
prevalent	topics	in	a	perspective	driven	manner,	
and	were	often	faced	with	testing	‘point	of	
information’.	Some	remits,	like	that	of	improving	
water	and	sanitation,	resulted	in	an	unanimous	
voice	vote,	whereas	others,	like	the	remit	
regarding	the	free	movement	of	asylum	seekers	
and	refugees,	triggered	numerous	lengthy	discord	
and	thus	ultimately	called	for	a	card	vote.	

Amendments	formulated	during	the	debate	were	
also	voted	upon,	ultimately	creating	a	dichotomy	
between	at	times	compromise,	and	at	others	an	
unwavering	political	stance.	These	remits,	and	the	
others	regarding	the	protection	of	indigenous	
rights,	examining	renewable	energy	sources	and	
free	vaccinations	in	less	developed	countries	were	
carried.	An	impromptu	debate	regarding	the	poor	
treatment	of	Chechen	homosexual	men	however	
was	not.	Political	scientist	Dr.	Paul	Buchanan	spoke	
on	Saturday	and	alluded	a	prevalent	idea	on	media	
exposure	felling	terrorism.	

Delegates	who	often	had	the	most	lasting	
influence	presented	simplistic	messages,	yet	were	
able	to	rebut	through	sound	historical	knowledge	
and	an	awareness	of	global	current	affairs	beyond	
their	own	boundaries.	Many	entered	with	the	
preliminary	perspective	that	the	main	influencers	
would	be	Russia,	America,	and	China,	yet	countries	
like	Israel,	Azerbaijan,	Papua	New	Guinea	and	
Cyrus	had	paramount	influence	in	block	and	remit	
debates.	Deputy	Prime	Minister	and	guest	speaker	
Paula	Bennet	truly	encapsulated	such	an	idea	in	
saying,	“No	matter	how	big	or	small	your	country	
is,	your	voice	can	be	heard”.	

Written	by	Alice	Taylor  
Member	of	the	Westlake	Girls	Press	Team  
May	2017

MUNA 2017 —A Delegates View 
Model United Nations Assembly
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Rotary 
Voices

Kenyan clubs celebrate Foundation centennial 
By Valentine Nyakiere, a member of the Rotary Cub of Nyeri, Kenya

We wanted to celebrate The Rotary Foundation 

Centennial by addressing the health challenges of 

people in Kenya. So clubs in District 9212 came up 

with the idea to hold medical camps across the 

country and provide much needed health services to 

hundreds. This was also perfect timing as doctors in 

Kenya had gone on a strike that lasted 100 days!

We formed a district centenary committee of club 

presidents chaired by Joe Kamau, president of the 

Nairobi East Rotary Club, and held our first medical 

camp at Kashani Primary School in Kiembeni, 

Mombasa, on 11 March.

The camp served over a thousand people; with the major benefit being that the community was 

educated on TB Guinea Worm which is quite rampant in the area. A second camp was held at 

ACK St. Paul’s Cathedral Church in Embu on 18 March.

In the July 1965 edition of The Rotarian magazine, then RI President C.P.H. Teenstra stated:

“This, fellow Rotarian, is what binds us together: a unity of desire and a unity of purpose to 

serve society and to serve mankind, but a unity in diversity.”

This spirit is what kept the team together, as visiting clubs had to travel not less than 100 

kilometers to make the rotational meetings.

A happy recipient of health care during the centennial medical camp.

The third and final medical camp took place on 25 March at St. Catherine’s 

Primary School in Nairobi. The camp focused on services to children under 15 

years old and their caregivers. The camp served 1,200 people, more than half 

being children. The St. Catherine’s Clinic staff and local community health 

workers played a huge role in providing services and controlling the lines.

After the final medical camp, the main committee donated surplus medicine to  

three charity projects: The St. Catherine’s School Clinic, HOPE Citadel  

Foundation, Rotary Club of Utumishi and The Kuwinda fire tragedy.

Rotarians made the centennial project happen. They offered their medical skills,  

provided entertainment, and helped secure media coverage. To a person, they  

described the experience as rewarding and satisfying.

Learn how you can help Rotary fight disease.

Rotary members worked with the  

Hope Citadel Foundation to  

provide health care at the medical camps.

A happy recipient 

of health care 

during the 

centennial 

medical camp.

http://centennial.rotary.org/en/
https://books.google.com/books?id=qTMEAAAAMBAJ&lpg=PA11&dq=what%20binds%20Rotarians%20together%20is%20a%20unity%20of%20desire&pg=PA10#v=onepage&q=what%20binds%20Rotarians%20together%20is%20a%20unity%20of%20desire&f=false
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/fighting-disease
http://centennial.rotary.org/en/
https://books.google.com/books?id=qTMEAAAAMBAJ&lpg=PA11&dq=what%20binds%20Rotarians%20together%20is%20a%20unity%20of%20desire&pg=PA10#v=onepage&q=what%20binds%20Rotarians%20together%20is%20a%20unity%20of%20desire&f=false
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/fighting-disease
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Interplast - Page 1 of 4

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

The following four pages from Interplast

http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-f/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-f/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-f/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-v/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-v/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-f/
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CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

Interplast - Page 2 of 4

http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-yh/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-g/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-yh/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-g/
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CLICK HERE

Click here 

Skydeck

Click here Register 

Eureka Climb

Click here 

Website info

Interplast - Page 3 of 4

http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-jr/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-jy/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-jy/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-jl/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-jt/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-jt/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-jr/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-jl/
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Interplast - Page 4 of 4

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-th/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-td/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-td/
http://interplast.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jlltilty-dkpjhudur-th/
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President Donald Trump has announced that the 

U.S. is withdrawing from the 2015 Paris climate 

agreement. (Via BBC) 

Global disaster relief agency, ShelterBox, offers comment 

on President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw 

America from the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.

ShelterBox has grown over 17 years into an international 

organisation with affiliates all over the world. Their 

experience in the world’s disaster and conflict zones has 

given unique insight on the effects of extreme weather 

events. 


